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Scoring

Flute (doubling piccolo)
Oboe (doubling cor anglais)
Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon
Hornsin F
Trumpet in Bb
Trombone
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Single Strings
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Programme Note

Dziga Vertov's 1929 silent film masterpiece Man with a Movie Camera is widely regarded as one of the most influential
films ever made. Produced by the Ukrainian VUFKU film studio and filmed mostly in Kyiv, Odesa, and Moscow, it is
superficially about a cameraman’s journey around an unnamed Soviet city recording its life during one day. However, it is
not a conventional documentary film on city life, a popular theme at that time. The pioneering special effects and rapid
montage sequences (where short pieces of film on different subjects are joined together to create a narrative), the
extensive use of different locations edited together to portray a single place, the idea of showing the process of film-
making, the beautiful cinematography, and its portrayal of humanity, raise the film beyond observational documentary to
the level of great art. Man with a Movie Camera presents us with a kind of philosophy of the city rather than a simple
record of its daily life.

Though a silent film the visual rhythm is often akin to a musical composition, Vertov using the frames of the film and the
intervals between them in a similar way to notes on a score. The film is structured so that its tempo gradually increases to
reach an extraordinary climax at the end, a thrilling montage of chaotic images created by the film’s editor, Elizaveta
Svilova. The Soviet film scholar Professor Yuri Tsivian wrote that '"Man with a Movie Camera invades the territory of sound
cinema as far as a silent film can reach.' Silent films, though, were seldom watched in silence. From the earliest days there
was a musical accompaniment, either by a live orchestra in the large glamorous cinemas, or a pianist or gramophone in
the less prosperous ones. Only three weeks before the Moscow premiere VUFKU had failed to provide an accompaniment
for his film and Dziga Vertov had to organise one himself with the help of three musicians, two of whom were well-known

cinema orchestra conductors.

In 1995 Professor Tsivian published, in Griffithiana No. 54 (October), his translation of two documents that he discovered
the previous year in the Vertov archive in the Russian State Archive of Literature and Art, Moscow. Document 1 consists of
handwritten notes by Dziga Vertov of a ‘Music Scenario’ describing the type of music and sounds he thought appropriate
for each film sequence. The second document comprises typewritten cue notes for cinema orchestras loosely based on
Vertov's notes. The state film organisation Sovkino approved this ‘Musical Conspectus’ a week before the first screening of
the film in Moscow so it was clearly intended for the orchestras in the two cinemas used for the premiere on April 9th
1929, and during the week the film was shown in the city. One of the compilers of the cue notes was a conductor on the
opening night.

The ‘Musical Conspectus’ consists of recommendations for excerpts from mostly late 19th and early 20th Century
compositions with exact timings and 'mood' suggestions for the film sequences. These cue notes, common during the silent
film period, would have been used by the cinema orchestra conductors to arrange each excerpt to suit the sequence.
Despite the traditional choice of music, and the haste with which the cue notes were compiled, the suggested excerpts
generally work well with this experimental film. Most of the composers of mainly ballet music and overtures are still
familiar, but several are little known today and extensive research was needed to find their suggested pieces. This may be
the first time in decades that music by Isaac Snoek, Giulio de Micheli, and Edouard Trémisot will be heard.

In many cases the suggested music was longer than the related film sequence so some judgement was necessary to
select an appropriate excerpt. Some of the compositions were too short and additional music had to be composed in the
style of the original. All the music needed arranging to suit the exact timing of the film sequences and the orchestration
(based on the small orchestra seen at the beginning of the film). This interpretation of the Conspectus is therefore as close
as possible to what might have been heard by the audiences at the Moscow screenings given that there is no record of
the particular excerpts from the suggested music that were played or how they were orchestrated.

There have been many attempts to provide a score for Man with a Movie Camera but this is the only documented
contemporary accompaniment to the film. The composer Leo Geyer and film historian Richard Bossons have collaborated
on an 18-month project to turn the cue notes into a score to accompany a new print of the film by Eye Filmmuseum,
Amsterdam, based on Vertov's own copy acquired by the Filmliga film club in the city during his 1931 tour of Europe.
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B |atempo (4=120)
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3:33
| Ticking of clock depicted by wooden blocks |

immediate

2-beat count-in
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(2-beat count-in)

4:07

Overture from "Giralda" (end)

ADOLPHE ADAM (1803-1856)
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CUE: End with on-screen conductor
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PART 1
1-bar count-in
4:26

Nocturne from "Coppelia" (Excerpt)
LEO DELIBES (1836-1891)
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new click tempo starts on the barline

8:10

"La Boutique Fantasque" (Excerpt)

GIOACHINO ROSSINI (1792-1868) /

OTTORINO RESPIGHI (1879-1936)
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The First Little Suite - Part 1 (Excerpt)
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2-bar count-in

1713

"February" from "The Seasons" (Excerpt)
PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY (1840-1893)

H | Pitt mosso 4 = 136

i M 1 \
] p% L i
i \ ﬁ-v. ﬁ um ] ] ] ] ] ] ] M ]
uumug
ol (1l - ol al
HH—1 T
H:HL—
bani /f- T I I ! ! I ! ! S LIe I I
M Q N
N b ), iam a hl—nuu
9 b o | T o
mi o e (=l TN T
I o I I | I I 4 N
| i 1 N
(Y ) -1 ol o Wl o
i \ J © Kl
] 14 ; ﬂ.--- - ] ] ] ™M ] ] il Y ]
9 o - [ inN§ N
9| |I.M.||. Q. e n 9] Q |I.M. L
b 0 g 0 J -0 b O b b g
[ ma e N .k B e (1l % N e [\ [\ m
@ -r S T A T
AL 9 A ol e A [ R T A AN m Ao T A A .Fuq Ao TTe A
ol [ YA ol L [ YA ol i) ol ol o] o L
il ik ( @« ( (1 S P ik ROl ( @«
N Nl B - S B AnHw S N N A S
FNH NS NS NS NS NS FNSH ot I FNSH FNSH FNSH NIt NSt
e
|| || it qit ¢ Qi Qi qit Qi Qi Qi ¢ G|
g g i~ ~g i~ g g ~g g g g i~ i~
o] o] 9] 9] On o] o] o] o] o] o] 9] 9]
o HY o o o nin o el o oLl n e “¥un ol H ey
of i i
o] ]
L8 | |
.H 9] Q| _” ] 9] 9] _” 9] i i 9] [ 18
== T
o a i INER, o [ i o ale aa q LA .r-u
'y
9] i ] ] 9] _ 9] 9] i H_ 9] —H 9] e
CHEEw L N i} TTTe oL [} i} YRR e q L (18
I ] e
~rd ~rd ~d I ~d ~d g I ~ ~d ~d ~d [ 18
'y
o o b By b b S M S |1 g M S LW (1
A._ s [ YE=: AN i} e A { in N0 i} O ¢/lmle O e o dq N S “Tan [ 18 ESY
i I
ol ,
ﬁ: ﬁ., L
o] o]
e ol
all il
e ol
1 1 1 1 14 il I 1 1 1 1 1
oL ¥
oL ¥
1ot A
R R REZ REZ REZ REZ REZ R R A REZ REZ
6 AN m AN m Ay m MW Ay m AN m MW A 6 AN m Y m uwnhu .W MW
N e 2Ere e e N <N e o
@ T L) L) P N L ) n I L) BB n oy
. . o . w o . . — — . . .
= 8 i & . ¢ g g : . g s 2
c = c = = > <
.|I. unn = = =
S 2




89

Man with a Movie Camera

E E
Pam L
| | | | | I I |
Pam D
e e
E = o E = 3
E E
;5 i L
= Ly i
1 1 1 1 1
| |
v v ]
3] J T
9] 9] L 1n
+ A i
i | 1 | |
M M 3
A\ oL
b ] T
31 ] [ in
[ iaN [ 1aN o]
1 1 1 1 1 N N
N N
Q| ey Q| Ny
3] ] T
[ in
e e b
AN Lva
1 1 1 1 1
TT™NA TN A i~
([ in
[ YHI o o1
1 1 1 1 1
N oL Nl ~d
. -3 -3
InSE
T HEL ) o]
A\ LS
| | 1 | |
TIT™A TN A i~
InSE
[ YHI ol b
| | 1 | |
i~ > L Q) > Q. ~
R R REZ R A
A Ee gt Ay o ~ ~ 4 &
c A. oo L R~ oo
K NI N e N x <t NP e
£ x £ -— )
= m % m 5 ) . Ko}
- B £ - = K £ c >
= c = = =
_ T I
(@) [oX
T




Man with a Movie Camera

90

153

() «

P-

() «

.
£ el
Y =

\

o () #

ny
ANAv4

ny
ANV
D)

O .4
- 3

\

153

mf

gl
[ud

arco

- o

arco

o () 4

VA
| o T

J

Y
b
i

1ry
AN

mp

| I\a T ] 1
ey

O .4
- 3

Cl.in Bb

Bsn.

Hn.in F

Tpt.in Bb

Tbn.

Perc.

Vin. I

Vin. 11

Vla.

Ve.



Man with a Movie Camera

TAMBOURINE

ol
ol
OL._”_l_l 1 1
-
A S S % il s
T ol
- &Ll N Lu-uf an B 2 -4l [
ol HZ o}
ol % .J? T W &L !
N-ﬁ ...-# &
-l I ! e 3 -4l (
i < b
oL ol o Hal oL !
- [ 10N X 1
ol «HH ﬁ.L‘ 0y .
f.:__ g m
L = q
(YA [ YR oL IS .“ (T [ W q IM.l.
.4l m
ol =
m..__u ] ] =
-
i ks § $ Al Al
T ol a
el / ip mu-_, 'l - m el [
L ol HZ o
Lol Ul f.Jz T W &L !
- ol a
el N-W Wu-# T m -4l !
i J b
. _.l___ \‘PII r...l I ._f S S . _.l___ [
— —
oL
oL
E ==
(1HE
o
_ _ “ul
.-
s &
=3
1 1
3
IS
5 Red Red Red Red i 3
AR\ Ay Lvie AN AN == AT
NS C ~ C C == A C plign ~
© ¢ N9 i N N ’ ©_ ¥ 2 i
5 ] W a . _ . )
“ g < = g < g g
= c = >
O T a8




TN ~ ||
Hiu ;u._.y a.. il q;n._.' (% L ;nuE ] n
n L | 9] N R= H [ In
L] ;.IHOJ Af‘u | lnl_.‘ “ 1 .MH ulﬁ lWH. r.-. i
I b i " 4
goann .& n = -4 ’ ’ g C
S \lu Drm_q . ;-._.U ﬁ.. n e ¢ I p% bz b !
) o LT il N o TIT® o o
g 9 N Y I s |l | i h
g b 1 | “.HY ﬁ._.u ey
] i Y - 1
W\ \[ D) ﬁ. | e LS LA T = b !
N I - I b 5 ! T o
u L | 9] Ny &= B [ In
H ;-M.O Q.. \ 1 q.n.? nil ' H i hu-_ ff.r I
¥ H T
>pu.m.ﬂuu >Ph*m._1¢u _\4> -1 Mr ’ ¥ F... i
1y LS TN HH N ] V.
Es ey ﬁu_n B N AdLL .« uuu L] (S o
| | | |
~d ~d b w ] i ...lly [ YER B
LN [T xI T Y |1 (Y +H
Ex N r.|.= /v ﬁu
A N 141 -
o ] i 2-A A8k N N AdlL . 50 ? il 1
o . y y M
m ™ | l‘
Pﬂw A i | A" N A~ Al. Nt
By 1 1 MY ¢ T 14
o Lih iy ) h
> _ 7 R" by ' ' i il e 1 1 1
O A mlu 1 AJ> A EH | W 9] W
M ] - o | 1] qv. i n M
O . ﬂm // Aﬂl..v /v o b o
< _ ' XA g Aol ==X e pas BZE| B2y
= B 1T N : _ i ! q V|
2 Q A -IU> Ad _ —_ H et ’ d ES
c m ] O .Muv. i) o ihady 52}
O AJ- l/ Amlllv 1 m g 5 5 uhu.
S A Te’A Ad L O (¥a N} s 1 =
_ ) i - ; k
ﬁ... % ’ y ES)
. u 3 | \3 M ;
|l e ™ o~
LIy (1T - T " T L
B / ;.II J - iy uﬁﬂI ﬁv
| .W|> W> >|M r akd N b/ || \ﬂmu m til En Lnnc
] L ) S * 9] B | N
ﬁ-- ﬁd ’ ’ g
N 1) |
h Mk » 2 0 j“_dw . aae £
9] == B ~* ~e N H H
puir >.._”-H ;M,v i 1 k IS Ba ik
N |Vfi T e N L A Un H
X YRIR .q . Ao
& -4l i ’ ’ J _ ' \iEER ]
: ol 1
N i L .uw.uy S N “— o =
m A/u w O ”nmwv M um il mwun MAsg 4] - Ly
- : p N Lo \ - o Jdlg \ sl W
. v ~ %yn-wo Do N e
[ o) Q w ST = A'/ A.T
N k= £ @ S e ) = S g .
o 5 £ 5 + > s > g 3
o3
T




o II
(@)
| | | | ] | ] ] Il !
: K
N o
e (1h
u I
i i\ .u.
| | | | | | %ﬁ |
9]
< < N ,
2 i a2 I lhk T
[} n
..m | ' | ' ' ' .m 110 R | |
5 s g U
[ |
d d .kl..- . e
g T g A
m m m m | .m”%
m o N ™ N ~Nd N N N W ~C o .hlur al uﬂ ! ! I
in % b b o b b £ o e J k Lu.ﬁ
(0) < o N e ol H [3n 1o N | ? — < h..__” e
2 5 o i s = 5
o o o e ol e N o N |
M \ ol \ ol ||y f&:nnr (1 My o | N ¥ i~ f&:nnf ]
O Chl Chl oL TTe nAl [ Yo [ i N0 [ =N oL nAl
< o ) X ! Hﬁﬁq ﬁ‘.-ur i £ B B £ B ﬁ;.-uf B
2 o o ol e N ok o (2X ol N
c \ e \ el N fg.lr ] ot 3 ! o o B fL.L £
Chl Chl T n Sl N nl | L ng
S N D &n ju T i ! I T i u
) () N o uh e n} | “H H (i ol M
N o N o ||.0J ffuur T o | o1 ! AHﬂ AHﬁ b foiuf ]
0y 4l e (Yl T N N N o (YHA N
/ ..i— / .r— hMJ @ﬂfuuf o £ A o £ ﬁ.q @umiuf b
| | P2 T 4] pr.a Pan
T Y N & g i | I I\ i I i
» o e (1 T .| e o o
// L // L |%J mﬂuur i £ wn o g b ﬂﬂm-? wn
nAx_.u N \ N \ A.J &.Iu e [AENg nAx_.u e 1o Ris &.I AR
-— N e el e (18 M N | b - b b (Y ]
A (! » ol e e ' " e o ol o0
— N\ NI D &) 1 ' Ay — |H ' &l A
o A A N mwﬁn AR AT mwun o R AT 3 s mwﬁ_n
@ P >R NG aN| N NG i = D MNP NG n
= S @ g < 3 5 5 < - 3 g 3
£ c £ o > =
[®) T ol
T




Man with a Movie Camera

94

immediate 1 -bar count-in
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immediate 1 -bar count-in

18:11

The Third Little Suite - Part 1V (Excerpt)

GIULIO DE MICHELI (1889-1940)
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attacca - beat before is in tempo
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PART 3

3"gap before
1-bar count-in

2313

| "Rhythmic beats continuing, blending into Fucik |

Allegro J-136
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23:36

"Marinarella" Overture (Excerpt)

JULIUS FUCIK (1872-1916)
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A |Allegro « = 136
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(1-bar count-in)
B | Allegro /=136
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The Third Little Suite, arr. for strings (Excerpt)

GIULIO DE MICHELI (1889-1940)
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immediate 2-minim-beats count-in

30:35

"Belfagor" Overture (Excerpt)

OTTORINO RESPIGHI (1879-1936)
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